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UNIT 28
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The believers in the early church faced intense persecution. 
After Stephen was killed, Jesus’ followers at the church in 
Jerusalem scattered; however, they did not stop talking 
about Jesus. They continued to share the good news. One 
man, Philip, took the gospel to Samaria. The crowds there 
listened and believed, and they had great joy.

In today’s Bible story, Philip was instructed by an angel of 
the Lord to go to a certain road in the desert. Philip obeyed. 
The Spirit led Philip to a chariot, where an Ethiopian 
official was reading the Scriptures from the prophet Isaiah. 
The Ethiopian man did not understand what he was 
reading, so Philip explained it to him.

Use Week of:

The Ethiopian Official Believed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man about 

Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 58

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 60

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

The man was reading from the prophet Isaiah: “He was led 
like a sheep to the slaughter … In His humiliation justice 
was denied Him. … For His life is taken from the earth” 
(Acts 8:32-33). The official wondered if Isaiah was speaking 
about himself or another person. Philip told the official 
that Isaiah’s words weren’t about Isaiah; they were about 
the Messiah—Jesus! The official believed in Jesus and was 
baptized.

Guide kids to consider the role of the Holy Spirit in this 
interaction between Philip and the Ethiopian official. Who 
was responsible for Philip’s going to the desert? Who helped 
Philip explain the Scriptures? Who changed the heart of the 
official so he would believe?

After his interaction with the Ethiopian official, Philip 
continued sharing the gospel in all the towns on his way to 
the town of Caesarea.

In our mission of making disciples, believers must be willing 
instruments to be used in the hands of the Lord. Philip 
didn’t go into the desert today with a strategy for converting 
another man; the Holy Spirit led Philip, and he obeyed. As 
believers, we can be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and willing to follow His lead. He will go with us.
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The Ethiopian Official Believed
Acts 8:26-40

An angel of the Lord told Philip, a follower of Jesus, 
to go to a desert road between Jerusalem and Gaza. So 
Philip went.

On the road was a man from Ethiopia. He was an 
important official to the queen of Ethiopia. The man had 
come to worship in Jerusalem, and now he was on his way 
home. He sat in his chariot, reading aloud the words of 
the prophet Isaiah.

The Holy Spirit told Philip to go to the chariot, so 
Philip ran up to it. “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” Philip asked the man.

The official replied, “How can I, unless someone 
explains it to me?” He invited Philip into his chariot, 
and Philip sat with him. The official was reading these 
words from Isaiah:

He was led like a sheep
to the slaughter,
and as a lamb is silent
before its shearer,
so He does not open His mouth.
He was treated unfairly,
and His life is taken away.

The official asked, “Was Isaiah talking about himself 
or someone else?” Isaiah was talking about the Messiah, so 
Philip began to tell the man the good news about Jesus.

As they traveled down the road, they came to some 
water. “What would keep me from being baptized?” the 
official asked.

Then the official asked the chariot to stop. He and 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Display a model: 
Show a toy horse and 
chariot to help kids 
visualize the story as 
you tell it. 

• Use props: Position a 
bench or two chairs at 
the front of the room. Sit 
when Philip sits. Stand 
when the chariot stops.

The BIBLE STORY
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Philip went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit 
took Philip away. The official continued home, and he 
was very happy.

Christ Connection: The Ethiopian official knew what the 
Old Testament prophets had said, but he did not understand 
that the prophets spoke about Jesus. The Holy Spirit led Philip 
to help the official understand the good news about Jesus: Jesus 
died on the cross for our sins and was raised from the dead, just 
like the Old Testament prophets said.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 

discover how God’s 
Word can help 

them grow in the 
gospel. Order in 
bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man about 

Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
in the past week when someone told them to do something. 
Did they obey? Why or why not?
SAY • Today we are going to hear about one of Jesus’ 

followers who was told to do something. The man 
obeyed.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Led to Tell” maze on the 
activity page. Kids should trace the path from Philip to the 
Ethiopian official.
SAY • Today we are going to hear a Bible story about Philip 

and an official from Ethiopia. Ethiopia is a country 
in Africa.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Who is it?
Bring three kids to the front of the room. Begin to give 
descriptions about one of the kids. You may ask kids to 

• “Led to Tell” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

LOW PREP
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provide descriptions, or share what you already know or can 
observe about the kids. For example, “This person has two 
siblings,” or “This person is wearing blue today.”

Give three descriptions and then ask the rest of the 
group to identify which kid you are describing. As time 
allows, choose new volunteers and play additional rounds.
SAY • In the Bible story we will hear today, a man read 

some words from the prophet Isaiah. He wondered 
whom the prophet was talking about. One of Jesus’ 
followers helped the man understand the Scriptures. 
We’ll find out just what happened.

OPTION 2: Country clues
Print and cut apart the “Country Clues” cards. Mix them 
up and lay them faceup on the floor or table.

Challenge kids to study the cards and find the pairs to 
match the country name with its shape and flag. If you 
have a world map, allow kids to study it if they have trouble 
identifying a shape.

(Answers: 1. Ethiopia; 2. Mexico; 3. Germany; 4. Egypt; 
5. United States; 6. China; 6. Canada; 7. Brazil)
SAY • Do you know how many countries are in the world? 

There are nearly 200 countries in the world! One of 
the countries on these cards—Ethiopia—is related to 
our Bible story today. Our story is about a man from 
Ethiopia who heard the good news about Jesus and 
believed!

Transition to teach the story

• “Country Clues” 
printable

• world map (optional)
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing a black outfit with a colorful cape. To 
the side, a prop box is displayed on a stool or table.]
LEADER • Ladies and gentlemen! I am the great illusionist, 

Sir [or Madam] [your name]. And now, I am going to 
travel through space and time to another place. All 
I need is … [Reach into the prop box and pull out a 
large blanket.] This! I am going to wrap this blanket 
around me and turn around three times. Ready? 
Count with me.

[Wrap the blanket around your shoulders and slowly 
turn around three times, counting aloud with each turn. 
Then pause expectantly.] What? Nothing is happening! 
[Let the blanket fall.] I’m really not cut out for this. 
Let’s just get to the Bible story. Believe it or not, 
someone in today’s story was mysteriously taken 
away from a place by the Holy Spirit. Cool!

• countdown video

• leader attire
• prop box
• large blanket or sheet

Teach the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man about 

Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • First, let’s review our big picture question: What 
does the Holy Spirit do? We’ve been seeing the 
answer to this question in the stories we’ve heard over 
the last few weeks. So, I’ll ask the question again and 
you say the answer. What does the Holy Spirit do? 
The Holy Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline or big story circle.
LEADER • We have been hearing how the Holy Spirit came 

and filled Jesus’ disciples. As the Holy Spirit worked 
through Jesus’ followers, the gospel spread. Before 
long, the church faced persecution.

We heard last week about the death of Stephen. 
Stephen was not afraid to die so that others would 
hear about Jesus. After Stephen was killed, the 
believers scattered from Jerusalem. They went into 
the regions of Judea and Samaria—and eventually to 
the end of the earth. Today’s Bible story takes place 
in the regions of Samaria. It’s called “The Ethiopian 
Official Believed.” Let’s find out more.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 8:26-40. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, 
or show the Bible story video “The Ethiopian Official 
Believed.”
LEADER • Philip was a follower of Jesus. He was a leader in 

the early church, part of a group of seven chosen to 
help take care of the Christians in Jerusalem so Jesus’ 
disciples could focus on teaching. [See Acts 6.]

• Giant Timeline or 
Big Story Circle

• Bibles
• “The Ethiopian Official 

Believed” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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After Stephen was killed, many believers left 
Jerusalem and scattered to different places. Philip 
headed to Samaria. Do you remember where Jesus 
said His disciples would take the gospel? Jesus said, 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Jesus’ words were coming true. One day, an angel 
of the Lord told Philip to go to a road in the desert. 
Philip could have made excuses to not go, but he 
obeyed. And when he got there, he saw a man from 
Ethiopia sitting in a chariot.

It wasn’t a coincidence that Philip ran into this guy.  
The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian 
man about Jesus. Philip saw that the man was 
reading the Scriptures from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah had written about a Suffering Servant, 
and the Ethiopian man had a question: Was Isaiah 
writing about himself or about someone else?

We know, and Philip knew, that Isaiah was not 
writing about himself; he was writing about the 
Messiah—Jesus! Philip told the man the good news 
about Jesus. He believed and was baptized.

Christ connection
LEADER • The Ethiopian official knew what the Old 

Testament prophets had said, but he did not 
understand that the prophets spoke about Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit led Philip to explain the good news 
about Jesus: Jesus died on the cross for our sins and 
was raised from the dead, just like the Old Testament 
prophets said. What does the Holy Spirit do? The 
Holy Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Philippians 2:13.
LEADER • Paul told the believers in the Philippian church 

that God works in us, giving us power to want to 
obey Him and to actually obey Him. God gave 
Christians a mission, and He gives us power to do it 
for His good purpose.

Lead boys and girls in singing “His Good Purpose.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Philip went to the Ethiopian official because 
the Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian 
man about Jesus. Philip followed the Spirit’s lead. 
Remember that as you check out this video.

Show the “Unit 28, Session 4” discussion starter video. 
Then lead kids to discuss the following questions:

• Why did Brian decide to go to the cafeteria?
• What might have happened if Brian refused to follow 
Aiden’s leading?

• Do you ever feel led to do something? How do you 
think God might lead us?

• Is God’s call or leading always obvious?
• Why is it a good idea to obey the Holy Spirit when 
He leads us?

LEADER • God calls us to listen to and obey the Holy Spirit 
when He leads us—even when He leads us to do 
or say something difficult. We can have comfort 
knowing that the Holy Spirit is with us as our Guide 
and Helper as we live out God’s plan for sharing 
Him with the world.

• Key Passage Poster
• “His Good Purpose” 

song

• “Unit 28, Session 4” 
discussion starter 
video
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • I love our Bible story today because Philip 
explained the Scripture to the Ethiopian official, and 
the official believed in Jesus. Many people in the 
world have never heard the message of salvation, but 
we can go and tell the story of Jesus. Let’s sing.

Sing together “The Story.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, thank You for Your Word and thank 

You for the Holy Spirit who helps us understand and 
remember it. Please soften our hearts so we will be 
open to the Spirit’s leading in our lives. We want to 
follow You for Your glory. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “The Story” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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Apply the STORY

SESSION TITLE: The Ethiopian Official Believed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 8:26-40
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man about 

Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy Spirit 

helps Christians follow Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Display the key passage poster. Guide kids to read the key 
passage together. Then challenge them to read it backward. 
Choose volunteers to take turns reading it forward and then 
backward. See who can read it the fastest.
SAY • That was fun! If you haven’t yet memorized our key 

passage, keep working at it! This is a good reminder 
that God works through us to accomplish His plan.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Provide Bibles and guide kids to find Acts 8. Ask them to 
tell you which books come before and after Acts. (John and 
Romans) Remind kids that the Book of Acts was written by 
Luke.

Form two teams of kids. Ask review questions, 
alternating between teams. Award a point for each correct 
answer. If a team answers incorrectly, give the other team a 
chance to answer.

1. Where was the man in the chariot from? (Ethiopia, 
Acts 8:27)

2. What part of Scripture was the man reading? (the 
Book of Isaiah; Acts 8:28,30)

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
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3. Isaiah’s words were about whom? (the Messiah, 
Acts 8:35)

4. What did the man do when he stopped the chariot? 
(He was baptized, Acts 8:38)

5. What happened to Philip after the man was 
baptized? (The Holy Spirit took him away, Acts 8:39)

6. What did the official do after he was baptized? (He 
went home and was very happy, Acts 8:39)

SAY • The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian 
man about Jesus and help him understand the 
Scriptures. The man believed the good news that 
Jesus died on the cross for our sins and was raised 
from the dead. God wants us to tell others about 
Jesus too. What does the Holy Spirit do? The Holy 
Spirit helps Christians follow Jesus.

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Bible reading plan
Print and cut apart the Bible reading plan bookmarks. 
Demonstrate how to cover the reading plan with clear 
contact plastic or packaging tape to laminate the bookmark. 

Provide fine-point dry erase markers for kids to fill out 
the reading plan. Challenge them to read the Bible every 
day. Encourage them to decide and then write down when 
and where they will read, whom they might read with, and 
whom they can tell about what they read. Kids may use the 
bookmark to keep track of the days they read the Bible.
SAY • In the Bible story we heard today, the Holy Spirit 

told Philip to tell the Ethiopian man about Jesus. 
The Ethiopian man invited Philip to sit with him as 
he read the Scriptures. Then Philip began with what 
the man was reading in Isaiah and told him the good 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• “Bible Reading Plan” 
printable

• clear contact plastic or 
packaging tape

• scissors
• fine-point dry erase 

markers

LOW PREP
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news about Jesus.
Did you know that if you were to read three 

chapters of the Bible every day, you would read the 
whole Bible in a little over a year? Whether you read 
a chapter a day or a verse a day, the Bible is how 
we come to know God. God gave us His Word so 
we can know what is true about Him and about 
ourselves.

The Bible says that people need to hear about Jesus 
so they can believe in Him. When we spend time 
getting to know Jesus by reading the Bible, we are 
better equipped to tell others about Him.

OPTION 2: Mirror messages
Display the main point poster or big picture question 
poster. Provide markers and paper and invite kids to write 
one of the messages on a piece of paper. Then distribute 
hand mirrors.

Demonstrate how to place the mirror against the 
paper next to the message. Kids should look in the mirror 
and view the message in reverse. Guide kids to copy the 
backward message onto a new piece of paper.

Encourage kids to give the secret messages to a friend or 
family member. To read the secret message, the friend will 
need to hold up the message to a mirror and look in the 
mirror to see what it says. Kids might use the exchange as 
an opportunity to tell another person about Jesus.

If time allows, kids may write additional messages about 
today’s Bible story.
SAY • The Holy Spirit told Philip to tell the Ethiopian 

man about Jesus. The Ethiopian official knew what 
the Old Testament prophets had said, but he did not 

• non-breaking hand 
mirrors

• paper
• markers

 
The Holy Spirit
told Philip to tell
the Ethiopian man
about Jesus.
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understand that the prophets spoke about Jesus. The 
Holy Spirit led Philip to help the official understand 
the good news about Jesus: Jesus died on the cross for 
our sins and was raised from the dead, just like the 
Old Testament prophets said.

God calls us to be open to the Holy Spirit’s 
leading. When He leads us to tell someone else about 
Jesus, we can obey and He will help us.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
asking God to give kids the opportunity to tell someone 
about Jesus. Pray that they would experience the blessing of 
seeing someone come to trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Two Talking” on 
the activity page. Encourage kids to find Acts 8:26-40 in the 
Bible and mark the box to show who said each statement.

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Two Talking” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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